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UM STUDENTS LOBBY FOR TUITION RELIEF LEGISLATION 
MISSOULA -
Student leaders from around the Montana University System gathered in Helena on Jan. 
11 to endorse Gov. Brian Schweitzer’s tuition relief plan.
Nine University of Montana students, led by Associated Students of UM President 
Andrea Helling spoke with other students and state representatives about the importance of 
Schweitzer’s College Affordability Plan, which would give an additional $50 million to the 
university system to freeze tuition at current levels for the next two years.
Helling said Lt. Gov. John Bohlinger spoke about how people of his generation could 
pay for higher education by working through college. Bohlinger said he was even able to save 
enough money through college to take a trip upon graduating.
“I won’t be able to take a trip until I retire,” Helling quipped.
With students taking out loans and accumulating $15,000 or $20,000 in debt, Helling 
said, college tuition is becoming an unreasonable burden.
“In the past different campuses haven’t been united about what we do in the 
Legislature,” she said about the group gathered for the press conference. “We really wanted to 
put up a united front.
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“We really want to prove to legislators why an investment in students is an investment 
in Montana.”
m
AS
Kaimin, KBGA 
11707CAP
